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HKCO Fundraising Gala
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Conductor:

Chew Hee Chiat

Chair of fundraising committee:
Liza Wang

Co-Chair of fundraising committee:
Jasper Tsang
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EB T AHEEOE-—RHESBEREE 2R ARRENER

Hong Kong Cultural Centre Concert Hall

EE M EE B 2 Bt Chinachem Group Presents

Eif - HKCO B ZH®

An Evening With HKCO Principals

24/1/2026 (< Sat) £ 8:00pm B Conductor: Chew Hee Chiat
RS REE : & Eco-Gaohu: Wong Sum Ho
Tsuen Wan Town Hall Auditorium : Liugin: Ge Yang
: ! Sheng: Chen Yi-wei
Percussion: Luk Kin Bun
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www.h kco.org Tickets are available at URBTIX

www.hkconetconcerthall.com



V).
B 4 M
HONGKONG CHINESE ORCHESTRA

ﬁﬁﬁ% Mission Statement

BB P RAEE OB N R = LAY T 21 -
EHEAIE  HESREW  ERFHEESER
AT BASI ARV SRRLE -

Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra is united in its commitment to offering
excellence in Chinese music. With a contemporary momentum and

a professional spirit, we aim to strive for the peak in music and
attain the status of a world-class orchestra that
is the pride of Hong Kong people.

@ EHBER 5T B Share the echoing moments

BRI NEE LM HRERRR
BERPZBRARE BT LEFaceboockEERERFETH

Audience can take photos at the end of each piece of music,
while concert photos can be downloaded from HKCO’s Facebook and website.

iR A House Rules
BEUBR Dear Patrons,
BTSARESEHB TEFNS - RFFELA  Inorderto make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists

DS RNEY  BEHNRY  TEIRERRE - anq other ‘members of the audience, please refrain frpm reco‘rding,
filming, taking photographs, and also from smoking, eating or drinking

A E#ETTA - BEEFREE  HtERIREKLA  inthe auditorium.
KE- Please ensure that your mobile phones and any other sound and light
SRR AN o emitting devices are switched off before the performance.

Thank you for your kind co-operation.

BEREERE

umummvﬁw&%*"if/%wilm/éﬁ cHE BMTHRELTREERENNSE  ARMREHEENEANLER
VARLLE B8 R IR R ANERE « Bl |

Audience Survey

Thank you for coming to the HKCO concert. Please tell us your opinion and suggestions by completing this survey,
so that we can further improve our performance in the future. Your feedback is highly appreciated. Thank you.
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If the music contains more than one movement/section, kindly reserve your applause until the end of the work.

13/12/2025 (7% Sat)
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String Quintet Caprice Hu Dengtiao

P REEEE EEINE BE I8 £ FHEE RBRIH EEE
Xiaoruan: Ng Kai Hei  Pipa:Wang Kai-han ~ Yangqin: Lee Meng-hsueh  Zheng: Lee Yi-chien
Eco-Erhu:Wong ChingYin

gz WAL B2
Zhongruan Solo Mad Intoxication L Xing

Hft : REEER
Zhongruan: Ng Kai Hei

—wmpz HB zxzs
Erhu and Yanggin A Moonlit nght Liu Tianhua

BR-H:EEE BE FIB
Eco-Erhu:Wong ChingYin  Yangqin: Lee Meng-hsueh

—# - xm=2x Café 1930 Mufm Mokl SEREH (BETLEEE/ 55
Erhu and Daruan Duet Café 1930 Astor Piazzolla Arr. by Ng Kai Hei

(Arrangement Commissioned by HKCO and Premiere)

BR-MEEE K RER
Eco-Erhu:Wong ChingYin  Daruan: Ng Kai Hei

© AHRE - REFA - FEEH -

Reproduction in whole or in part without written permission is strictly prohibited.



R —HEETES K BEE SRS (BETLEEE/ERER)
Zhongruan, Erhu and Electronic Music Re-treat Wong ChingYin and Ng Kai Hei
(Commissioned by HKCO and World Premiere)

b REEER BRR-HEEER
Zhongruan: Ng Kai Hei ~ Eco-Erhu:Wong ChingYin

—wney B satn ssrEs (BETLEEE/ER)
Erhuand Orchestra  The Isolated LiAlex Kevin  Arr. by Li Alex Kelvin

(Arrangement Commissioned by HKCO and Premiere)

RR-HEEE
Eco-Erhu:Wong Ching Yin

erman IR T (2e Gimam) £Se®) mEss (BEER)
Zhongruan and Orchestra Under the Neon nght (From Ruan Concerto, the third movement)
Chow Junyi  (Hong Kong Premiere)

Hilt : REKER
Zhongruan: Ng Kai Hei

Hil - ZHAERELR Spain B-FRml EEZHEH (BRPLEERE/ER)
Zhongruan, Erhu and Orchestra Spain Chick Corea Arr.by Wong ChingYin

(Arrangement Commissioned by HKCO and Premiere)

Hlt  REER  RR-H EEE
Zhongruan: Ng Kai Hei ~ Eco-Erhu:Wong ChingYin

© (Café 1930) HREEBERHenry LemoineiiRAtHSE » WIREBFIARER « KR ELEEREREA o www.henry-lemoine.com

Café 1930 is from 1985 Editions Henry Lemoine, Paris. All right reserved. Used by permission. www.henry-lemoine.com



BERPLEERN977 £ - £H [REBRE | R [FBULARE] 2X8 - KELERAR
BlffE R S ELERBMEEL - ZINEREN M M BN tBEESERRKBT -
WERESERES FAREEANARPLEE - KEEHOHZ - BER  RERRENE
AR HPEREREMMNENSELER - LERAZERR 2009 F2EE R hEEHT
BONRRPZRY - BHENEANATCRERRETRNOIARE ER - REERZEY
BRER BRI  ESRTNRERNIERE 2,400 & °

SERTEREHNTLENEMHBEED 2N TREZRREENEN A1 [HBER
BEPEE ] RSERLE  BEETREBFHAETZERZ ARNERNRITHRLHE -
ZER 2003 FEANETEZLHACEAZNR 20F R —F-EERUSHXLES
2020 FREARFZREH [BRPERETFRA] -

SE-EAPRERRBRS HHtE BREERERLE HERERATLHESH
8 12013 BIRRfE R R | J 2017 @) [HREER—BEBFHAE] T DIFHFEHR
BRAGAZIRNTE - £ER 2011 FARZHERERFRISEAE  WERPLBRSL
EN—EERE  2SHBTOE - KEFLRRN 2011 FR 2022 FEiH [HETLIEES
BRE| - SWER  DERREEERAME

LERBEBBUAANYERERER - TR RRIGHRE) - EmRUEELD - 2020 F
BWERE [ALhRE ] R 2021 FEHSHEEDYE (RLSTRE] - WITREST
BRIBERH MY RF - WRERES/MEFBA AR BT TORBEMN  ERERREEN

B ©

BERPLEAEMN EREHE BMHE THERLEESASEFEREERSR 8 (2
MBT) 2024 THEMREAR] & [FTLEEMBRRBMERRABR]| F -4
EMRNRRAZRIIGRERAR [FOEXCHRAFR] (2012) I BESERBHESR
BRRAISRIE - HERIHNS 2025 F - LEEBRBFRH T [RARZABRRERY
ZER5 | HERRE (SDG) HRLE - BF  LERBBEMBRR/E T NEDBENE
REEGEMERERHARE

EBPYERE BT RE
The HKCO at Hong Kong Cultural Centre Concert Hall




Founded in 1977, the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra has won the accolades as “a leader in Chinese ethnic
music” and “a cultural ambassador of Hong Kong”. It is often invited to perform at famous venues and
festivals all over the world, having covered Europe, North America, Asia, Australia and the Arctic Circle
to date. It is therefore acclaimed as a leader among full-sized Chinese music ensembles in the international
arena today. The Orchestra is set up in four sections: bowed-strings, plucked-strings, wind and percussion.
The instruments include both the traditional and the improved, new versions: the bowed-string section
has been using the Eco-Hugin series developed by the Orchestra since 2009. The HKCO performs
both traditional Chinese music and contemporary, full-length works in a variety of musical formats and
contents. It also explores new frontiers in music through commissioning over 2,400 new works of various
types and styles, whether as original compositions or arrangements.

Apart from regular concerts and activities promoting arts education, the Orchestra has initiated several
instrumental festivals, including the Hong Kong International Youth Chinese Music Festival, to honour its
mission statement that “Music is to be shared”. Together with the citizens of Hong Kong, the Orchestra
has achieved many Guinness World Records for having the largest number of people playing musical
instruments at the same time. The Hong Kong Drum Festival, which the Orchestra launched in 2003,
is now into its 20" year with no interruption in between, and has become a keenly-anticipated annual
cultural event, in 2020, HKCO launched the International Drum Graded Exam with the Hong Kong
Examinations and Assessment Authority.

Striving to ensure the transmission and development of Chinese music, the Orchestra has organised
many symposia and competitions. Notable examples in recent years are ‘The International Composition
Prize 2013’ co-organised with the Luxembourg Society for Contemporary Music, and the ‘Chinese Music
Without Bounds - International Composition Competition’ in 2017. They have been acclaimed as platforms
for composers to publish their new works and for musical exchange. The ‘International Conducting
Competition for Chinese Music’, an initiative launched by the HKCO in 2011 and the first ever in the
world, has been acclaimed as a milestone in the historical development of Chinese music, the competition
has been held for 4 times to date. Besides, HKCO organised ‘The International Symposium for Chinese
Music Conducting’ in 2011 and 2022, experts, scholars and orchestra conductors from various countries
and regions attended.

HKCO is actively striving to connect with music lovers digitally via Cloud and linking hearts with activities
online, the Orchestra held the first ‘HKCO Net Festival’ in 2020 and launched the ‘Net Concert Hall’, the
first ever online Chinese Music Gallery in the world, in 2021. The Orchestra also produced music videos
series and became the first to incorporate AR technology into its season brochure, embodying the trend
of merging art, life and technology.

Other accolades and acclaims the Orchestra has won are its achievements in the arts, governance and
administration, arts education, marketing and promotion, which includes 2024 Asia Excellence Brand
Award’ from Yazhou Zhoukan and ‘The 17° Hong Kong Arts Development Awards - Award for Arts
Promotlon and Education’ etc. The Eco-Huqin series which the Orchestra developed has won not only
the 4" Ministry of Culture Innovation Award in 2012, but also many other awards presented by various
institutions for its green and innovative concepts. They add to the remarkable and highly commendable
list of achievements in the history of the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra. In 2025, HKCO and the audience
together set a new world record for the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) of ‘the most people
experiencing the Eco-Hugin Series’. In addition, HKCO received the Award for Arts Education in school at
The 19" Hong Kong Arts Development Awards, organized by the Hong Kong Arts Development Council.

SEBANBNCE  HPRFNFEMTENE =T LS TR ERTATLEAERT A Medicity RIRFSELE
The HKCO was invited to tour in Europe, in which, the concert held at Hungary's Miipa Budapest was live streamed globally by Medici.tv,
the world's leading online platform for streaming classical music.




1997 % 6 AEBEFETEE -

1987 FEBRPEERBXFREAR—RIEHE -

HYCBRROEMES BT TURS - BIEHIREAT 2001 FX{R] - BBEBHITH
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Yan Huichang has been with the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra since June 1997.

Yan Huichang was conferred the title of National Class One Conductor at the First

Professional Accreditation of China in 1987. He has received many accolades from the
governments of different lands in honour of his contribution to the development of culture, such as the
‘Cultural Medallion (Music)’ by the National Arts Council of Singapore in 2001, a Silver Bauhinia Star (SBS)
by the Hong Kong SAR Government, Best Conductor Award at the Golden Melody Awards for Traditional
Arts and Music 2018 in Taiwan, 2022 Distinguished Artist Award by the International Society for the
Performing Arts and the 17" Hong Kong Arts Development Awards — Award for Outstanding Contribution
in Arts etc.

He is currently Director of Chinese National Orchestra Research Center of the He Luting Advanced
Research Institute for Chinese Music of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music and Professor of its
Conducting Department, Honorary Fellow of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, Guest and
Distinguished Professor at many music schools, Honorary Music Director of the Shaanxi Broadcasting
Chinese Orchestra and Permanent Honorary Conductor of the China National Traditional Orchestra.
Maestro Yan was appointed Music Director of the National Chinese Orchestra Taiwan in 2013 with a
tenure up to 2017 and started the ‘Youth Conductor Training Program’. His contribution to nurturing
conducting talents in Chinese music in Taiwan is widely recognised.

Yan has led the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra to set many milestones in Chinese

music. He launched the Orchestra into omni-directional growth, started the system of commissioning
new works, actively entered into mutually beneficial partnerships with crossover disciplines, spearheaded
instrumental reform and the establishment of the world’s first Chinese orchestral academy, The HKCO
Orchestral Academy. Yan created the Master of Music in Conducting for Chinese Orchestras programme
at the HKAPA. Also, he took the lead to organise international symposia and forums on Chinese music,
and hosted the first ever ‘International Conducting Competition for Chinese Music’ in the world which
was commended by Zhao Jiping, Chairman of the Chinese Musicians’ Association, as ‘a milestone in the
history of development of Chinese music’.

After graduating from the Shanghai Conservatory of Music in 1983 under the
tutorship of renowned conductor Xia Feiyun, and famous composers Hu Dengtiao and

He Zhanhao, Yan was appointed Principal Conductor of the China National Orchestra. In addition
to Chinese music conducting, Yan has also conducted Western symphony orchestras such as the China
National Symphony Orchestra, Beijing Symphony Orchestra, Shanghai Symphony Orchestra, Shenzhen
Symphony Orchestra, Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra etc. Yan is also actively engaged in composition,
and many national awards with his works.
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Assistant Artistic Director and Resident Conductor of the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra, Chew was
the Principal Guest Conductor and Artistic Advisor of the Macao Chinese Orchestra (2023-24 season).
Chew joined the HKCO in 2002 as Assistant Conductor and took his current position in September 2022.
Chew plays an active and diverse role that covers assisting in orchestral season planning and preparation
for numerous concerts. In recent years, Chew is committed to the cross-disciplinary cooperation between
Chinese music and other different sectors and media, including ‘Hins Cheung X HKCCO’ in 2021, and
in 2018, Chew conducted the ‘Listening to Nature’ concert, which had brought the music of Malaysia
rainforest into Chinese music. Chew was widely acclaimed when he guest-conducted the Singapore
Chinese Orchestra in the concert ‘A Nanyang Musical Voyage II' in 2004, and the Taipei Chinese Orchestra
in the concert “Zhuolu & Dreaming of Butterflies’ in 2023.

To promote the development of local creations, Chew re-launched HKCO'’s ‘Music from the Heart’, a
stage for original composition, inspiring many outstanding local composers since 2015. Since 2007, Chew
has conducted The Hong Kong Drum Festival concert for over 10 consecutive years. His work Let the
Thunder of Drums Roll VIl becomes the Festival standard repertoire. Conducting aside, Chew’s works have
characteristic features that demonstrate his Southeast Asian cultural heritage. His work Harken Back to
Zhou is selected as one of the ‘100 Chinese Music Classics Select’ by HKCO. He was second runner-
up in the International Competition for Chinese Orchestral Compositions 2000 (HK) and winner of the
Outstanding Composition Award in the Chinese Music Competition 2002 organised by the Council for
Cultural Affairs in Taiwan. Graduated from the Southeast Missouri State University with a double bachelor’s
degree in cello performance and computer science, and the University of South Carolina with a Master of
Music degree in orchestral conducting, Chew was formerly the Music Director of the Professional Cultural
Center Orchestra of Malaysia.

Chew is also committed to the education and perpetuation of Chinse music. Since 201 |, Chew has been
giving lectures for The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts on Chinese orchestral conducting. In 2003
to 2010, he held a concurrent post of the conductor of the Hong Kong Junior Chinese Orchestra.

8
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MEHER - 2023 FREBPLEZFHEMEFZZEM (The Four Seasons - Winter) + A
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ER) - BESHEIBE 820,000 BBEXRH °

Zhongruan principal of the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra, Ng joined HKCO in 2021 and took his current
position in 2024. Ng received training of Zhongruan and Liugin under To Siu Ming at the age of 9. He then
graduated with a Bachelor of Music degree, as well as a Master of Music, both at The Hong Kong Academy
for Performing Arts, majored in Zhongruan and minored in Yuegin under the tutelage of acclaimed Yuegin
and Zhongruan performer Prof. Lui Kwan On. During his study, he received the 2017-2018 S C Leong
Scholarship, the 2018-2019 First Initiative Foundation Scholarship, and the 2021-2022 Hong Kong Jockey
Club Music and Dance Fund Scholarship.

Ng has a rich and diverse experience on the performing stage. In 2019, he was invited by the Windpipe
Chinese Music Ensemble to participate in the ‘The Unearthly Serenade — The Art of Ruan in Hong Kong’
concert as a special guest performer; In 2022, he performed Ruan concerto Song of the Sun and the Moon
at the Academy Chinese Orchestra Gala Concert — ‘A Sonic Banquet at the Moon Pavilion’. He also gave
highly-praised performances of the Zhongruan concerto In Remembrance of Yunnan at the HKCO ‘A Night
of Concerti’ concert and the Chinese Culture Festival 2024: “The Ancient Tea Horse Route’ concert. Ng
has also been invited to participate in cross-genre performances. In 2023, he participated in the AIA‘MRDT
with HIM’ Fanatical Music Festival as a Ruan player, performing Cantonese pop music. In the song Red
Sports Car, he showcased a unique performance by using the ‘Electric Ruan’ to engage in a musical duel
with Joey Tang, the electric guitarist of the Tai Chi Band. The performance received widespread acclaim.

Aside from performing, Ng engrosses and dedicates himself towards promoting Ruan. He Has arranged
music from various genres and performed them on the Ruan with his own unique interpretation. In 2023,
his commissioned arrangement of “The Four Seasons — Winter” for Yanggin and Ruan was premiered in
‘HKCOA4U - Ruan Trio’ Concert. In 2024, a video of his performance of Tchaikovsky’s violin concerto on
the Ruan exploded on social media and has been recorded more than 820,000 views.
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Elﬁqﬂmlﬁﬁw,\%% 2023 FALE o A BHLE LG REEEININK BN 8
BRFEABKE - MBS REZEMEZ -0  NANSH - LEERLEREE - B
EEEBEFPLELEERF

AREFEBEEBEREAZESIMAWNILERE  NEEXRBBAEEEERZESR Hans
Hellsten A1 Anders Johnsson ' BEMATBPLE R HLEEHBERBAMER <<m1ﬁ%f
)  FEEIRBRDAISERMINALREERNBEEES

ERREER  FHEEE UREEBPUAETLEL (fFlh) 2 - RIFRERTER
E&}ﬁ%ﬂzéﬂﬂ’ﬁﬁ ERAERMMEEARIFNNES &P X HA AYMFSHEL

T2 EMZFLEW June in Buffalo (3R - 2022) 1 VIPA (B3I @ 2022) - EAHERE
rwﬂi% BER| EREHTEIF - BE/MAALRERBAMHE  EEERARELE
RE—ER4E 20202 F 23 FESETTBAILEEEIEE IEH:&HTEA = H B hE
REESELEHEEEEE -

Huqin virtuoso of the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra, Wong joined the HKCO in 2023 and followed the
orchestra to tours in Singapore, Australia, Korea and Chinese Mainland. He studied under Cheung Wai-
fung since young age on erhu, banhu and gaohu. He has served as the concertmaster of Hong Kong Youth
Chinese Orchestra.

Wong majored in organ in his undergraduate years under tutelage of Dr. Anne Lam and studied with
Hans Hellsten and Anders Johnson in Sweden when he had his exchange studies. After joining the HKCO,
he collaborated with the orchestra to premiere the Opus in Celebration of Prosperous Times, composed
by master Kuan Nai-chung and also served as the full-score keyboard performer and speaker for the
International Master Class on Chinese Music Conducting.

Wong is active as a performer, composer, and conductor. He holds a Master of Music (Composition)
degree under supervision of Prof. Chan Kai-young at The Chinese University of Hong Kong. His works
are experimental in nature and noted for their innovative sonic language; they have been performed in
regions including China, United States, Sweden, and Spain, and featured at renowned festivals such as June
in Buffalo (USA, 2022) and VIPA (Spain, 2022). He also served as a composition adjudicator for the first
‘Music from the Heart — Budding Composers’. As a conductor, he specialises particularly in contemporary
repertoire, having studied with Mr Vicky Shin and Mr Li Yi-wei Angus. He served as assistant conductor of
Hong Kong New Music Ensemble during the 2022-23 season, and, during his university years, conducted
both the Chung Chi Student Chinese Orchestra and the Chung Chi Student Orchestra.

10
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BERR  FHRE  SADHBALER WM T SEMERSB T 4ENE
EA% fo—FAZNBEE LR [R2KE] (Return To Forever) 1 1972 R -
ERMMAEERAYEEIERNE  UEHFERTE_REE (Light as a Feather) ° Sf|a& X
RERE - BXHNEIFE > EFNHRHANTERRETS - 2EFIRER (Concierto de
Aranjuez) WE#E - N2 tESZEEHMNNZEE  BEBERWARFTNEERA
(Spain) WEERE - HEKEETHRES L R BLHEBRBNRAZERL B2
RARKHEARNEDNTRENEEZEAS - tRANY  EFIEBRERRNE_LSE
AEZR (Spain) BHFR - TEELRNFHERSEARRNEREHR - £8REEER
A SELESRES  SENENER -

(Spain) HEEKNE FETERT  MEHRTENEZERAE  RABTRMEHZE - F
MERS  REZERCITERAZER - Hhiﬂl‘]’&i—'ﬁktﬂ%ﬁﬁ’]?@% HTEVRE - EfwiE
REE (Spain) ¥ BERBERASRREBNND

ERNRAMEATEMEEE BORETEF - LERNBRHRVNEEREHERAFHN
B9 HFEFEVEEERR EOMNFEEFRILHER
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String Quintet Caprice Hu Dengtiao

The new performing format of ‘Chinese chamber orchestra’, which includes the erhu, yangqin, ruan (or
liugin), pipa and zheng, was created by Professor Hu Dengtiao et al of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music
in the 1980’s. The instrumentation gave rise to what was called the ‘string quintet’. Caprice was one of the
original compositions written specially for the quintet format.

Zhongruan Solo  Mad Intoxication Liu Xing

An ancient gugin piece traditionally attributed to Ruan Ji, one of the “Seven Sages of the Bamboo Grove”
during the Wei-Jin dynasties. Through its teetering rhythms and tenuous melodies, the music vividly
portrays the staggering gait and feigned madness of an intoxicated wanderer.

In this performance arranged by Liu Xing, the first half faithfully preserves the original gugin melody and
the second half is newly composed. In the latter section, the composer extensively employs zhongruan
techniques such as “yin” (vibrato), “rou” (portamento), “hua” (glissando) and sweeping strokes, pushing
the music to a climax while conjuring an even wilder, more delirious state of inebriation. Far from mere
replication, this adaptation weaves ancient charm with contemporary expression, creating a dialogue
across time and space.

Erhu and Yanggin A Moonlit Night Liu Tianhua

Composed by Liu Tianhua in 1918 and finalised in 1924, this is cast in three intricately related lyrical
sections, each concluding with the same closing phrase (known as “hewei”, literally “joint tail”). The piece
was inspired when the composer, cooling himself under the moonlight, was inspired by its beauty. Rich in
poetic sentiment, it reveals Liu’s deep love for nature and his noble ideals. In this performance, the yanggin
provides accompaniment, adding lush harmonies and greater dynamic contrast.
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Café 1930 is the second movement of Astor Piazzolla’s suite History of the Tango. It depicts the dance form’s
evolution from its boisterous origins to the more refined and romantic art form of the 1930s. Slower and
more melancholic than the other movements, its deeper introspection evokes an era when people no
longer danced the tango in cafés but sat quietly to listen and savour the music.

Originally scored for flute and guitar, this performance presents a newly arranged version for eco-erhu and
daruan duet.

The title Re-treat implies “cleansing”: this composition is a musical journey that quiets the mind amidst
the city’s clamour. It takes the melody of the ancient gugin classic Flowing Water as its principal motive as it
develops and threads throughout the entire piece.Various glissandi and scattered pointillistic effects appear
along the way, imitating fingers sliding along strings and the sound of falling water droplets.

The composition is broadly divided into three sections, the first presenting the main melody from Flowing
Water in long, lyrical lines that gradually grow more intense, conjuring images of repetitive urban rhythms.
The fast second section begins amidst a sense of collapse, the music seemingly disrupted by signal
interference before transforming into a new rhythmic pulse. The third section is a song of inner stillness.
The Flowing Water motive returns in full, later joined by chromatic inflections that lend a swaying groove
until only the acoustic instruments remain, hinting at shades of the gugin and returning to the most natural
timbre—a veritable cleansing of the soul.
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Erhu and Orchestra The Isolated Li Alex Kelvin ~ Arr. by Li Alex Kelvin

(Arrangement Commissioned by HKCO and Premiere)

“The Isolated, the sea lies silent;
The Isolated, sunlight dances upon it.”

The inspiration for The Isolated stems from strolling through the poetic architecture of Taiwanese architect
Huang Sheng-yuan, specifically the Cherry Blossom Cemetery. Gazing from Wei Shui Hill toward Guishan
Island floating on the horizon, the composer imagines himself as that solitary island—surging and struggling
amid dark currents, rising and sinking in life’s vast torrents.

Though the musical structure is seemingly sparse, quasi-rubato passages link each of the sections, lending
the music moments of emotional ebb and flow. Many melodies and phrases imitate the cadence of poetry
recitation and spoken dialogue, while impressionistic sonorities paint a palette at once desolate yet tender,
inviting the listener to reflect on life, death and oneself.

Zhongruan and Orchestra  Under the Neon Light (From Ruan Concerto,

the third movement) Chow Junyi (Hong Kong Premiere)

The original work is written for Gaoyinruan and piano. This orchestration version is commissioned by
Singapore Chinese Orchestra, and the solo replaced with Zhongruan.

The work draws on Japanese rock style and jazz style writing. The first section is the lively Allegro, which
fully demonstrates the performers’ various performance techniques, among which the techniques also
borrow the melody writing of blues music. The second section is the dreamy Andantino. Through multiple
modulations, the music continually shows new colors and gradually pushes to the climax, and then enters
the Cadenza section. The main theme reprises and ends with a dramatic Vivace.

Finally, | tribute this piece to Mengtong Guan and Larry Eagle, without their input this music would not
sound as complete.

- Chow Junyi
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Jazz keyboardist and composer Chick Corea was celebrated for injecting rock, funk and Latin elements
into fusion jazz. In 1972, while preparing Light as a Feather, the second album with his band Return to
Forever, Corea was captivated by Gil Evans’s orchestral arrangements and decided to re-work the second
movement of Joaquin Rodrigo’s Concierto de Aranjuez. Building on its harmonic progression, he improvised
and shaped a new melody that became the core of Spain. Instead of writing anything down, he kept refining
ideas in his head until he had a sufficiently long, cohesive structure. Precisely because of this, Corea often
used Rodrigo’s slow movement as an introductory prelude when performing Spain live. After the extended
prelude, the music bursts into a joyful dance rhythm, with inspired solo improvisations interspersed
between statements of the original theme.

Over the decades, Spain has become a jazz standard, spawning countless variations. Corea believed that
constantly altering the variations was not only part of the creative process but also a way of offering
the audiences new challenges and fresh ideas. For him, the most thrilling aspect of performing Spain was
deconstructing and reassembling it anew each and every time.

This arrangement follows this tradition, preserving some of the classic solo passages and audience

participation while allowing Eastern and Western cultures to ignite brilliant sparks within this irresistibly
catchy tune.
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Eco-Erhu
Shih Pei-yu
Kuang Lejun
Song Hui
Wu Tsai-jung

Eco-Gaohu
Wong Sum Ho ©
Mak KaYin ¢

Eco-Zhonghu
Wong Ka Lok
Wong ChingYin
Wong Wei Juin

Eco-Gehu
Lee Hsiao-hsia
Ke Yumeng

Eco-Bass Gehu

Cheng Chieh-yun

Yangqin

Lee Meng-hsueh ©

Xiaoruan
Chan Siang-lin

Pipa
Wang Kai-han

Zhongruan
Ng Kai Hei ©
Wu Man-lin

Daruan
Lau Yuek-lam ©

g Zheng
ZTHEO LeeYi-chien®
BhE Qudi

BREE Wu Chih-ting
#E/KXHE  Xindi/ Dadi
BRT e Chan ChiYuk ¢
H I R To Fung Lim
mE Soprano Sheng
BiEme Wei Shen-fu
RPE Tenor Sheng
BT Tai Yu-cheng
K& Bass Sheng
MR Lam Chon Weng
EEER Soprano Suona
tHEEe Wu Chun Hei ¢
RePEIEIR Tenor Suona
ZESN Kwan Lok Tin
chEIH0A Alto Suona
BIR Law Hang Leung
mE Percussion
BRiEIE Chan Lut Ting
Fo iy Miao Shih-jhe

o HE Principal

* BEEE Assistant Principal

0 BRERR

Freelance Musician

ERDEMERZHRRERR

The HKCO members are listed in Chinese stroke order.
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Ding-style Eco-Gaohu Invention has granted the
utility model patent from the China National
Intellectual Property Administration
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The HKCO Eco-Hugqin Series
With performances over the 1700 historical mark

Recipient of the "4th Ministry of Culture Innovation Award'
of the People's Republic of China (2012)

On the recommendation of the Home Affairs Bureau, HKSAR Government

Ding-style Eco-Gaohu Invention has granted the utility model patent
from the China National Intellectual Property Administration (2024)

The "Eco-Hugin Series’ has set a new Sustainable Development Goals
World Record (SDGs World Record) for the highest cumulative number
of participant experiences. (2025)

The Eco-Hugqin Series is a system of reformed (or remodelled) musical instruments developed by the Hong Kong
Chinese Orchestra motivated by the need to create a new orchestral voice. The new invention of the Ding-style Eco-
Gaohu has granted the utility model patent from the China National Intellectual Property Administration in Feb 2024.

In remodelling the gaohu, erhu and zhonghu, the main emphasis is on the expansion of their physical capabilities while
preserving their traditional timbre and mode of performance.As for the gehu and the bass gehu, it is to re-create
bowed ethnic instruments suitable for use in a modern Chinese orchestra in order to achieve an overall orchestral
sound. The entire set of vibrating membrane string instruments has a range of six octaves that blend well with
each other, while the volume is larger by one-third when compared with the traditional model. The result is an
unprecedented breakthrough in the overall orchestral voice, in terms of nuances, texture, body, depth and volume. It
has the typical tonal appeal of the Chinese hugin and at the same time serves the symphonic functions as expected
of an orchestra, with enhanced expressiveness and compelling qualities that open up new dimensions for Chinese
music on the whole.

The research and development process of the first generation of Eco-Huqins began in 2005 and achieved preliminary
success in 2009. It was followed by the completion of the second generation in 2014, then moving on to the third
in 2019. By now, the Eco-Hugins have been heard in almost 1700 performances. The research and development
processes of the three generations of Eco-Hugqins have been geared around the Artistic Director’s macro vision for
the Orchestra. By reforming the functions of the instruments, musical expressiveness is expanded and performing
standards enhanced. The three aspects generate cyclical, reciprocating effects which lead to fundamental changes
in the Orchestra’s timbral quality, and escalate it to a higher level in every way. The structural changes of the Eco-
Hugins and breakthroughs start with inspirations gleaned from on-site observations of performances, designing
and experimenting at the HKCO’s R&D Department, repeated empirical testing on the
concert stage, adjusting, formulating and assessments by the Artistic Team before the
Artistic Director put his stamp of approval of incorporating these instruments into
the configuration of the orchestra. This stringent process ensures that the three
generations of Eco-Hugins are scientifically and pragmatically viable.

We see a very complex situation in the last few years, under the guidance
of the two directors, the development and promotion of Eco-Hugqins
reached a higher ground through internet. It is our responsibility to keep
in line with the trend of environmental protection in the Greater Bay
Area and the world, to achieve a win-win situation of environmental

protection and art, and also keep inheriting the culture and art of

traditional Chinese music.As in the Analects says “A Gentleman must
be strong and resolute, for his burden is heavy and the road is long”

Yuen Shi Chun
Research Fellow, Research and Development Department
Research & Development Officer (Musical Instrument)

8 March 2024

RREASH - BRESH BRI - BR-H  RREZES - BREHR
Ding-style Eco-Gaohu, Eco-Gaohu, Eco-Zhonghu, Eco-Erhu, Eco-Bass Gehu, Eco-Gehu
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Please support HKCO with your donations

BABAFENTEREH S8R S
51 TR EELEZE !

Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra is participating in the Art Development
Matching Grants Pilot Scheme (operated by the Hong Kong Government).
Every HK dollar you donate to us will be doubled*!

*EHi BAFECET
You donate Government
matches

L
DOUBLE* the impact!

[ 4730 v 551 B
AT SR TAE B RS S

“Music for Love”
Social commitment, Caring and Concern

E%E?ié BEATOERSHSER
RSB RRIRRS

Allowing all members of the community the opportunity to share
the beauty of Chinese music in a live setting.

* AZEMBEREHENART B 2HERRAUOR

Subject to conditions of the Government’s Art Development Matching Grants Pilot Scheme
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Roll of Music Benefactors

REVIBRE - —REE OB IE -

BEBRMA AESARETLOBLS - (FOBHEARATEN :
 EEEB-RYTLHRBRS R

* BT SERERERERINGE - REBBIILZH

* 2B TR RER T RBH

Your donation impacts not just our music.
With your support, more people will be able to experience the transformative magic of music.
Your contribution will further our work in these areas:
e Provide opportunities for youths to develop an interest in music and participate in music activities

e Act as cultural ambassador to foster art exchange through our tour programmes for Mainland China and

overseas

B
Donation

e Conduct research on music and musical instruments, and develop music as an art form

ISR R

Acknowledgement Categories

RERPA

Accolade Donor

SAERBA

Brilliance Donor

NERYA

Connoisseur Donor

BERBA
Delight Donor

HEBBHA

Encore Donor

EERPA

Favour Donor

K& 2B [REFE  AKEW]  #78: [FHEYE]

AENZS  RFH BANSE tREENESELNER -
One who believes that the Orchestra deserves the highest honour.

F (HH) B: [83k%K] - B : [#&%E; KKl °
SAEE  5ME  KRPERKERE -

One who ranks the Orchestra as brilliant in artistic excellence.

T HARTES  FHASNHRE - HAR: [AFRS] -
[AER-AMERL] - AERKRBENAETENRSHER -

One who accords critical acclaim to the Orchestra.

BE BESLIPIFTY
One who finds pleasure and delight in the music of the Orchestra.

BE ko BE - URESLAMEE
One who enjoys the performance of the Orchestra and wants it
to continue to develop and grow.

EE ERAEEH-

One who supports the Orchestra with a special favour.

RESH

Donation Amount

HK$1,000,000 2k A £
or above

HK$500,000 — $999,999

HK$300,000 — $499,999

HK$100,000 — $299,999

HK$10,000 — $99,999

HK$1,000 - $9,999

* IBRUBHE $100 UL L AT BUE R o

Donations of HK$100 or above are tax-deductible.

BERFATEZHE  EREBATERAREEEST A -
For details of various donation schemes, please contact Miss Tracy Huang, Head of Marketing and Development
31851608/thuang@hkco.org
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Thank You For Your Support

PEARANEFERRTRERN —

BB XD
XL ERIKER = men ra Hong Kong
Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau Govern & Cultural Centre
The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region ,
of the People’s Republic of China ==

EETRLEATERITRERRED

Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra is financially supported by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

MERBA  PEAFREEB) ER2F China Taiping Insurance (HK) Company Limited
Connoisseur Donors g 4¢ 470 42 45 BR /A 7] Broad General Holding Limited
T2 %% Mr Koo Sing Fai

BWERPA  SUPREME — M EREBETERImM
Delight Donors SUPREME - A premium brand of Hutchison Telecom Hong Kong
Z2ER%E Safety Godown Group
B Z £ JP Ms Bonnie SY Chan JP
ERVIRERRERER AT C N Logistics International Holdings Limited
2|71 %4 Mr John Lau
ERERESE Fok Ying Tung Foundation
F = L4 Mr David Tai Sai Ho
FEBEE (%) BR2F China Resources Beer (Holdings) Company Limited
EEN 4 JP Mr Wong Ting Kwong GBS JP
REES 4 Ms Edward Leung Hei
By &E — IH5E4E SBSBBS JP
Tung Chun Group of Companies — Dr Jimmy Wong SBS BBS JP
M8 GBS JP Mr Anthony Wu Ting Yuk GBS JP
=HEEBRAF 3 Wells Watch Industries Ltd
BREB L+ Ms Christina Sye Min Chan
EB@AA R A Mrs Wendy Kwok




HERIA fEE%Z+ Ms Emma Ho

Encore Donors BN K F L2 E$ Chow Fan Fu Music Fund
EZH %4 Mr Stacey Martin Wong
BiREE+ MH Dr Bobby Liu Kam Hing MH
Simatelex Charitable Foundation
BSF—E£E Tan Siu Lin Foundation
ZEE A %4 MrWai Po Shek
ABHEYE Ben Dao Creative
BREE$&1E 1+ MH Dr Louis Xiaofeng Chen MH
(3 e
E#LZ L Ms Tang Tao
BE ek BR 2 8 Envision Greenwise Holdings Limited
MBEZ £ Mr Lam Lung On
XEEB%5R A 7 Mandarin Enterprises (Intl) Co. Ltd.
BE L Ms Elizabete Fong
JEEE4 Dr Fung Hong
I Z £ Ms Ho Kan Yan Annie
E#% %% MH JP Mr Wong Wai Hung MH JP
B IR#AMR 2 8 Hong Yip Service Company Limited
EB XL Dr Tso Shing Yuk Alice
iR 3% 88 — FAIML 4 Optical 88 Limited — Mr Joseph Wong Chong Chun

BiEEEE — BT L4 BBS JP Human Health Holdings Ltd. — Mr Chan Kin Ping BBS JP
RS — H US4 Prance Dragon Group — Dr Chong Man Yuk

B % REEHAER 2 7 Memorigin Watch Company Limited

SRA%E L&+ Ms Sarah Ng Liang

HEFELZERS AR AT Dr Wayne Hu Charitable Foundation Ltd.

EERBA Mr lain Bruce

Favour Donors BF %4 Mr Livy Lyu
FBEE% Z+ Ms Shiu Lai Kuk
HREREZ L Ms Toby Wu
EXZE %4 MrMa Man Sin
BEF 7+ Ms Au Lin Oi
$22¥ 7+ Ms Chin Mei Ling
$£81ZE L Dr Chin Man Wah Celina
fEZHL T Ms Sylvia Chung
3R 3 54 Mr David Cheung
EER T Ms Tam Mei Yee Eve
FEZL L Ms Lee Lai Kit
Mr Simon Siu MH
Ms Wong Ying Hing Bernadette
BRETHES
Ms Elsie Leung
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Artistic Director and Principal Conductor for Life | Director of The HKCO Orchestral Academy | Yan Huichang
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Education Executive A RBEEE
Research Fellow, Research and
Development Department
Research & Development Officer (Musical Instrument)
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Assistant Leader: Lo Wai Leung Leader: Yan Huichang
Assistant Leader: Yuen Shi Chun
Members: Chew Hee Chiat, Yim Hok Man, Ren Zhaoliang, Liu Hai
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Section Instructors of the Instrumental Class it D
Hong Kong Young Chinese Orchestra 121
TSRO oS L Tutors T8 Chan Chi Yuk
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=HEME Wong Yui Kiu %%SA{ Liang Wai Man F2B Ren Zhaoliang
5 Zheng FRtate Chen Hing B4 Qin Jitao
B lu Yan BE Pipa e Percussion
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SN Chan Chi Yuk ALTIZ Shiu Pui Yee e Lee Tsz Yan
. Sh ERE Wong Yui Kiu FRiRsE Chan Lut Ting
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B The Honorary Patron

The Honourable John KC LEE

GBM SBS PDSM PMSM

The Chief Executive

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
People's Republic of China

[ | Founding Chairman & Senior Council Advisor
Dr Carlye W L Tsui SBS MBE JP

B Council Advisors

Mr Carlson K S Tong GBS JP

Dr Kelvin T'Y Wong SBS JP DBA

Ir Edmund K H Leung SBS OBE JP
Mr Ricky W K Li

Dr Benjamin W K Chan MH

[l Artistic Advisors

Prof Bian Zushan

Prof John Lawrence Witzleben

Prof Chen Tscheng-hsiung

Dr Joshua Chan

Prof Qiao Jianzhong

Prof Richard Tsang

Dr Cham Lai Suk Ching, Estella (Arts Education)
Mr Liu Xing

Prof Shen Cheng

B P36 Council

=& Chairman
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Mr Henry HW Lai BIEFE Vice-chairman BIZEFE Vice-chairman
BR/UMAT 22 == op BiREE L w
Ms Bonnie SY ChanJP  Dr Bobby K H Liu MH

Tl[E Treasurer I E Member
BEBEE BRoKEH R
Mr Stacey Martin Wong Z36HE Hon. Secretary Prof Chan Wing Wah JP
BEREE »
Mr BryantH'Y Lu Jp

IF=E Member

FHEE Member
2L EETH L wHop
Mr Andrew C W Fan Jp : :
. HEE Member Ms Wong Shu Ming MH J>
MEEPIKZZ L wH
Mrs Nina Y B Lam MH

-
FBEE Member

FBE Member
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Mr Wilfred S K Ng GBS MH JP Mrs Corona C M Cheuk MH
IBE Member
BEREELE P
Mr Clarence C K Ling JP
IBE Member
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Ms Christina S M Chan
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Executive Director

Dr Chin Man Wah, Celina
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Head of Marketing and
Development

Huang Chuk Sze, Tracy
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Technical & Production
Senior Manager
Tsang Ho Yin, Ray
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Head of Programme,
Education and Touring
Sun Li-chuan, Patricia
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Head of Finance

Si Wan Na, Donna
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Programme Senior Assistant Manager
Wong Oi Yu, Fish
Programme Assistant Manager
Li Yan Ki, Kiki
Fong Lai Man, Dorothy
Ng Wing Yan, Amber
Programme Executive
Chan Hei, Tracy
Chan Ka Wai, Tony
Leung Sik Hei, Hebie
Stage & Production Senior Assistant Manager
Tang Wing Man, Terri

Technical & Production Senior Assistant Manager

"R Lam Tung
8 REYERIRLIE Stage & Production Assistant Manager
E:Yichin Mak Pak Kwong
FEaRBEEE Stage & Production Executive
EXE Wong Man Chung, Michael
iizheale Chiu Tsz Ying, Hedy
mREEER Senior Orchestra Librarian
REH Ng So Yi, Zoe
E ] Orchestra Librarian
JEERR Chow Chung Yan, Florence
BIREGEE R Assistant Orchestra Librarian
BEIH& Wong Tsz Sum, Summer
HEBEEE Education Assistant Manager
MZEE Lam Yik Wing
HEEME Education Executive
HhrE Lam Wing Shan, Wing
e Editor
BEHE Yeung Hockey
B B RInE Marketing and Development
g KRB IR IE Marketing and Development Assistant Manager
B Ku Yi Lam, Amy
BRIKSA Chan Siu Yin, Albert
T RARES Marketing and Development Executive
BEPE Wong Yu Ting, Ashley
T RARE Marketing and Development Assistant
FEE Li Yi Man, Charmaine
B uEs Finance
B TS B4R Finance Assistant Manager
HEE Tse Kwai Wah, Ronald
Bt Accounting Executive
TN Wong Siu Man, Vivian
S RITHRENE Accounting and Administration Assistant
HEE Lam Cheuk Yee, Joanne
| RS Personnel and Administration
ABRITHE RS Personnel and Administration Senior Manager
BIES Cheng Ching Ching, Cynthia
AFRITHRBNIRAIE Personnel and Administration Assistant Manager
kiR Tong Wing Yee, Candy

BBERANETMSH BT RAETE
7/F., Sheung Wan Municipal Services Building, 345 Queen’s Road Central, Hong Kong.

B3 Tel: (852) 3185 1600

B H Fax: (852) 2815 5615

#3t Website: www.hkco.org  E ¥ Email: inquiries@hkco.org



100 Chinese Music Classics Select Tutti Solo/Concerto Chamber International Conducting Competition for Chinese Music
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